
Battle of the Books 2020 
Grades: 3 - 5 

○ Ages: 8 - 11 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is famous for her stylish collars (called jabots) and her commanding 
dissents. This opera-loving New Yorker has always spoken her mind; as a young lawyer, RBG 
advocated for gender equality and women's rights when few others did. She gained attention for the 
cases she won when arguing in front of the Supreme Court, before taking her place on the bench in 
1993. Author Patricia Brennan Demuth answers all the question about what makes RBG so notorious 
and irreplaceable 

Grades: 3 - 5 
○ Ages: 8 - 11 

California continues to be ravaged by devastating wildfires. Lauren Tarshis's heart pounding 
story tells of two children who battle the terrifying flames and -- despite the destruction -- find 
hope in the ashes. 

 
Sammy Shine’s life as Hank’s pet mouse was simple and quiet―until Hank’s brother sends Sammy 
up in a remote controlled airplane and loses control. 

When Sammy Shine’s plane takes off unexpectedly, he ends up in a whole new world; no longer 
does he live in comfort in his shoe box in Hank’s room. Now he’s lost in the woods, with no way to 
get home, and a dangerous enemy. Fortunately, a group of new friends, including a mouse, an 
injured crow, a newt, and a shrew, will help him find and repair his plane so he can try to get back 
home. 

Inspired by a childhood experience, New York Times-bestselling author Henry Cole offers this charming illustrated novel 
featuring adorable animal characters, an exciting adventure, and an action-packed plot. 

○ Grades: 3 - 5 
New York Times bestseller and Newbery Honor Book! 

A gorgeously written, hopeful middle grade novel in verse about a young girl who must leave 
Syria to move to the United States, perfect for fans of Jason Reynolds and Aisha Saeed. 

Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way 
across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and 
her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. 

 

From New York Times bestselling author comes a world packed with action and adventure, perfect for fans of 
Rick Riordan and Soman Chainani. 
MEET KIRANMALA: 
INTERDIMENSIONAL DEMON SLAYER 
On the morning of her twelfth birthday, Kiranmala is just a regular sixth grader living in Parsippany, New 
Jersey . . . until her parents mysteriously vanish and a drooling rakkhosh demon slams through her 
kitchen, determined to eat her alive. Turns out there might be some truth to her parents' fantastical 
stories-like how Kiranmala is a real Indian princess and how she comes from a secret place not of this 



world 

 

 
From worldwide bestselling author and artist Dav Pilkey comes Dog Man, the canine cop 
who's part dog, part man, and ALL HERO! 
 
George and Harold have created a new breed of justice. With the head of a dog and the body of a 
human, this heroic hound digs into deception, claws after crooks, rolls over robbers, and scampers 
after squirrels. Will he be able to resist the call of the wild to answer the call of duty? 

Perfect for fans of Charlotte’s Web and The One and Only Ivan, Saving Winslow is an uplifting 
modern classic in the making about a young boy who befriends an ailing newborn donkey and 
nurses him back to health, from New York Times bestseller and Newbery Medal winner Sharon 
Creech.  
4.2 

Ever since the monster apocalypse hit town, average thirteen year old Jack Sullivan has been living in his tree 
house, which he's armed to the teeth with catapults and a moat, not to mention video games and an endless 
supply of Oreos and Mountain Dew scavenged from abandoned stores. But Jack alone is no match for the 
hordes of Zombies and Winged Wretches and Vine Thingies, and especially not for the eerily intelligent 
monster known only as Blarg. So Jack builds a team: his dorky best friend, Quint; the reformed middle school 
bully, Dirk; Jack's loyal pet monster, Rover; and Jack's crush, June. With their help, Jack is going to slay Blarg, 
achieve the ultimate Feat of Apocalyptic Success, and be average no longer! Can he do it?  

In Ban This Book by Alan Gratz, a fourth grader fights back when From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 
by E. L. Konigsburg is challenged by a well-meaning parent and taken off the shelves of her school 
library. Amy Anne is shy and soft-spoken, but don’t mess with her when it comes to her favorite book in 
the whole world. Amy Anne and her lieutenants wage a battle for the books that will make you laugh 
and pump your fists as they start a secret banned books locker library, make up ridiculous reasons to 
ban every single book in the library to make a point, and take a stand against censorship. 
4.5 

This gripping novel about survival and family is based on the real story of one wolf’s incredible journey 
to find a safe place to call home. Illustrated throughout, this irresistible tale by award-winning author 
Rosanne Parry is for fans of Sara Pennypacker’s Pax and Katherine Applegate’s The One and Only 
Ivan. 
4.3 

 


